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CATAWBA COUNTY
AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY BOARD ACTIVITIES

Background
Catawba County is recognized as batlvital farming communityand an urbanizingcounty,

with a 2017 census population estimate 0f55,461 This farm/urban mix enhances the
O2YYdzy A G & Qaity & @S pdvitliig hdusirakg and economic opportunities, along with
the rural charactethat residents seek.Lands comprised of farms contribute to the economic
viability of the area and help maintain a healthy wildlife habitat, adequate open spade, an
ground water recharge areas.

With the past three years havinghown an upward growth in North CarolinAgriculture
Commissioner, Steve Troxl@stimatesthe NCagriculture/agribusinessdustry will likely be a
$100 billion industry by 2020The expected growth igartly due to additional infrastructure

and resources Collegeof Agriculture and Life Science3ALS) Dean Richard Linton stated, S

are the third most diverse state in the country when it comes to production of ingredients. We
produS 2dzad Fo2dzi FyediKAy3d @ REESR diaghiRonér@ed LIdzi
¢ NB Edod& tIaxpand the economic impact of agriculture and agribusiness in North Carolina
to $100 billion by the year 2020. Food manufacturing is a big part osthgtion to get us
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As a rural area, Catawba County is highly recognized for its farm operations. rEaraisa
cornerstone in the community as they pide economic vitality and foofibr residents.

The Voluntary Agricultural DistricOrdinarce was
adopted by the Catawba CounGommissioners in
October of 2008 in an attempt to mitigate the loss
of farm area. Farmers began enrollingnd the
program continues to grow




The graph below shows thsource ofNC Farm Cash Receipts f@016. Associated value
added/agribusiness receipts am®t included in these figures. (Data from 20& unavailable at
this time.) Notice that raising oflivestock andpoultry make upthe majority agricultural

receipts at 680%

SOURCE OF FARM CASH RECEIPTS, NORTH CAROLINA, 2016
$10,609,202, 000
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Source: Economic Research Service (BRi&d States Department of Agriculture (USDA)

The map below categories agriculture/agribusiness cash receipts by county. Catawba County
ranked in the $50 to $99 million category of receipts for@01

COUNTY CASH RECEIPTS FROM FARM MARKETINGS, 2016
Includes Crops, Livestock & Government Payments
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SourceEconomic Research Service (ERS), United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)



FARM INCOME '

Cash Receipts from Farm Marketings and Government Payments, 2016

Livestock, Dairy

Crops

Total

Government

Total Cash Receipts

State and Poultry Payments 2
‘ Receipts | Rank | Receipts ‘ Rank | Receipts | Rank | Receipts ‘ Rank ‘ Receipts | Rank |
| North Carolina [ 7.213.5 | 7] 3,395.7 | 17 ] 10,609.2 | 9 180.1 | 23| 10,789.3 | El

Source:National Agricultural Statistics Servi€NASS), United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)

NUMBER OF FARMS AND LAND IN FARMS '

Sales Class Estimates
Year Number of Land in Average p . p p
Farms Farms Size 1,000 - 10,000 - 1,000 - 10,000 -
$9,999 599,999 $100,000 + $9.999 $99,999 $100,000 +
Thousands Thousand Acres Number Thousand Acres
Acres
NORTH CAROLINA
2012 50.2 8,410 168 29,500 12,200 8,500 1,700 1,510 5,200
2013 50.0 8,4aMm 168 28,400 13,000 8,600 1,600 1,500 5,300
2014 48.5 8,400 170 28,000 12,800 8,700 1,500 1,500 5,400
2015 48.8 8,300 170 27,500 12,800 8,500 1,400 1,500 5,400
2016 48.0 8,200 171 26,500 12,800 8,700 1,300 1,500 5,400

Note: A farm is any establishment framhnich $1,000 or more of agricultural products or sold would normally be
sold during the year.
Source:National Agricultural Statistics ServiRBASS), United States Department of Agriculture (USDA

NUMBER OF FARMS AND LAND IN FARMS
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New Census of Agriculture in Process

The U.S. Department of Agriculture's (USDA) National Agricultural Statistics ServiceigNASS)
currently collecting information for the017 Census of Agriculture. The Census of Agriculture is
the only NASS questionnaire mailed to every producer across the country and is conducted just
once every five years. The Census provides a complete account of the industry, its changes, and
emergingtrends. Census data are widely used, often relied on when developing the Farm Bill
and other farm policy, and when making decisions about disaster relief, community planning,
technology developmengtc.




At 177 years old, the Census of Agriculture teis $tory of U.S. agriculture. It provides the only

source of uniform, comprehensive and impartial agricultural data for every county in the
nation. The data are valuable to those who serve farmers and rural communities, including
federal, state and localayernments, agribusinesses, trade associations, extension educators,
researchers, even farmers and ranchers themselves. Census results help shape farm programs
and boost services for communities and the industry. The Census of Agriculture is a farmer or

ray OKSND&a @2A0SY Fdzidz2NB>X |yR 2L NldzyAdead C2N.
Agriculture, visiwww.agcensus.usda.gov

NASS revised the census forms in an attempt to document changesnagrdjing trends in the
industry. Changes include a new question about military veteran status, expanded questions
about food marketing practices, and questions aboutfarm decisioamaking to help better
capture the roles and contributions of beginningrfeers, women farmers, and others involved

in running a farm enterprise Producers can respond online at www.agcounts.usda.gov or by
mail by February 5. The online questionnaire offers new timesaving features.

Catawba County Voluntary Agricultural DisttiProgress

[ G g0l VARghywadsw growth in 2017, with 38.32 acres of land being added to
the General Pogram, and 90.31 added to the Enhanc&bogram. To help promote
membership, amailing wassent to all ownerswho hadland in the Present Us&/alue Tax
Programto introduce them to the Voluntary Agricultural District Programt wassentout in
December 2017

Award
Catawba County Commissionddan Hunsuckerand
his family were awarded the 2017 State Outstandin
Conservation Farm Family Award from the Nor
Carolina Association of Soil and Water Conservat
Districts for their operation of Hunsucker Farms, LL <&
The award recognizes farmers and their families w
are activelytaking the initiative to implement sound
innovative and coseffective conservation techniques
and are actively involved in conservation educatig
Competition judging criteria include conservation activities, stewardship, community
leadership, educationand conservation knowledgd=actual evidence of effective conservation
techniques must be available for review and fall within
the following categories soil resource management,
water resource management and pollution impact
R . management. The entire opation, including livestock
Loovseeanc Tl ARV and property that is owned, rented or operated by the

| = contestant must beconsidered in the application.
State winners must agree to allow their farm to be
used fordemonstrational purposeso others can learn
~ from their outstarding conservation achievements.
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https://www.agcensus.usda.gov/index.php

Every year the division helps judge farms

SYGSNBR Ay GKS |13a20Al0A2yQa O2YLISGAGAZ2Y D
Subject matter experts from federal and

state agencies, North Carolina State

University, farm  organizations and

association members choes area and

regional winners before selecting the state

level Outstanding Conservation Farm

Family.

The division helps organize a caiaton
event to recognize théarmingfamily andthe
Soil and Water Conservation District that
partners with the family to implement
conservation practices on the farm The
celebration was held at the farm on
September 22, 2017. After the presentation
and lunch, participants were invitethke a
wagon tour of the farm. In his acceptance
remarks, Dan mentioned thaivhile growing
up, his mother told him that good or bad, you
are always an example to someone. His
earning this award shows Dan is a mod
for making good environmental choices
Dignitaries who participated in the
ceremony included Steve Troxler, e —
Commssioner of  Agriculture; oATA o
Isenhower, Chair, Catawba County Boar ‘
of Commissioners; Jimmy Gentry, NC Stgie L
Grange; Chris Hogan, NC Association
Soil and Water Conservation Distric
President; Susie Devine, Catawba Soll
Water Conservation DistricChair; Laura
Parnell, Catawba Soil and Watd S - -
Conservation district Vice Chalr Steve Killian, Catawba Soil and Water Conservation District
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